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Student reciting a poem. On the board, Welcome
to our School.

Mommy, Mommy, buy me a book,
ink, paper, and a tablet;

for I am going to school,

happy to learn.

There we learn how wisely and honorably
we should live in the world,
and how we should behave

in order to be deserving of honor everywhere.

| would like to know everything
and to conduct myself honorably.
Buy me, Mommy, a little book,
even if just a little one.

In olden times, many Carpatho-Rusyn children could not get an
education. Their village might not have had a school, a teacher, or
a book in their language. To fix this situation, Aleksander
Dukhnovych wrote a Primer for Beginners in 1847, the first
schoolbook written in a language that all Rusyn children could
understand more easily. He also encouraged the building of public
schools in every village. Today, kids who live in villages go to

schools in the nearest town or city.

From the beginning of September to the end of June, Carpatho-
Rusyn children in Slovakia* go to school. Like us, they have
several holidays off during the year. If they live in the city, they
walk to school. If they live in a village, they go by bus, or their

| parents drive them in the car on their way to work. Kids study the
4 same subjects that we study: math, science, history, geography,

. literature, languages, music, art, and physical education. After
school, they play volleyball, basketball, and soccer. Memorizing
& poems and reciting them is a popular activity, and kids love to

8 perform their poems and to sing Rusyn songs. Here is an early
poem written by Aleksander Dukhnovych. Can you memorize
this poem in English translation?
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statute with
child, Presov
Slovakia

* In this issue, we are presenting information about Carpatho-Rusyn schooling in present-day Slovakia. In other countries where
Carpatho-Rusyns live, students study mainly in Ukrainian, Polish, Serbian, and Croatian, and the educational process and their

experience may differ from what is described here.




Carpatho-Rusyn children in Slovakia often speak
Rusyn at home, but usually study in Slovak, the

language of the land. They also like to learn English.

Today in the Slovak Republic there are only two
schools that teach subjects in Rusyn exclusively:
grades 1-4 in Kalna Roztoka and grades 1-9 in

Klenova. Other schools offer Rusyn language once a

week or after school.

Diplomas received upon completion of elementary school

RusYN NUMBERS!

Learn to Count to 10 in Rusyn!

Cyrillic Latin Write the number in Say the number? Write the
letters letters Latin letters Connect sounds of the bold letters only numeral

1| €OEH yeden | yeden yes deed express noun

2 | OBA dva dva deed victory America

3| TPU try to red (r is trilled) myth

4 | lUTNPKU shtyry shepherd to myth red myth

5| MNATb pyat’ part yard to (soft sign¥)

6 | LLICTb shist’ shepherd bee sanctify to (soft sign*)

7 | CIM syim sanctify yeast man

8 | BICEM visem victory bee sanctify express man

9 | AEBATb devyat’ deed express victory yard to (soft sign*)

10 | AECATb desyat’ deed express sanctify yard to (soft sign™)

1Paul Magocsi Let’s Speak Rusyn, pp. 17-18.

2Nancy Kelly Rusin/Rusyn <==> American Dictionary, Vol.1 Rusin/Rusyn to American, p. v.

*The “soft sign” means that the last letter is “soft,” so you touch the tip of your tongue to the back of your bottom front teeth
while the area just back from the tip touches your top palate and let a bit of air flow out. Best to hear it firsthand!




